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ALTONA FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: Minutes
October 13th, 2011 - #03/11
Attendees:

	Kimberly Krawczyk
	Mike Bender

	Jessica Feng
	Andy Mckinnon 

	Scott Jarvie
	Adam Szaflarski

	Mary Williams 
	Stephanie Miller 

	Michelle Pearre 
	John Misersky

	Larry Noonan
	Marie Thomas

	Andrea Schneider
	John F. Foster

	Rob Wilson
	Douglas Robinson


*Note: In order to facilitate scheduling conflicts items 8(c) and 3(d) of the agenda were addressed at the beginning of the meeting.

1. Welcome and Introduction

2. 
Review of minutes from previous meeting

· Previous minutes were not circulated with enough duration to allow comment at this time. Larry Noonan will circulate email containing minutes and comments will be accepted at that time. Approval has been differed until next meeting. 

8. (c) Vector Species West Nile Virus in Altona Forest
· TRCA specialists regarding the study and monitoring program for vector species of mosquitoes Jessica Feng and Scott Jarvie were present; 

· S. Jarvie addressed the results of this year’s findings in Lacey’s pond and the increase in vector species that were found designating Lacey’s as a ‘Hotspot’.
· Jessica Feng reported that Lacey’s pond was sampled 4 times this year:

· May 31st: low risk

· June 27th: low risk

· July 18th: low risk

· Aug 16th: high risk with 208 larvae found with 81 being of the vector species of concern. 

· S. Jarvie stated to the group that the tests only show that the species of mosquito more susceptible to carrying the virus was found, not West Nile itself. 
· L. Noonan proposed that the community at large should receive specific notification of these findings. 

· S. Jarvie mentioned that the typical protocol with all other jurisdictions studying West Nile Vector Species would be to not inform the public as this would create fear and panic to what is for the most part a non-issue. Public information should remain consistent with what has been presented in the past: where the public at large is made aware of the virus’ existence and that the contraction risk is low. 
· S. Jarvie reiterated that the mosquitoes in question are only vectors for carrying West Nile Virus, and would have to first sting an infected bird and then sting a person before transmission could occur.

· S.Jarvie ended with the note that Lacey’s pond requires no additional action to be safe to the public.
· L. Noonan further commented on the safety concerns of the public. He stated that this information has already begun to affect the normal activities that take place around the pond and he would like to know if there is a time when it could be considered safer?
· S. Jarvie responded that with colder weather the adult mosquitoes slow down and become dormant and that activities should resume to normal. 

· A. Szaflarski inquired as to the time line for next year’s testing 

· J. Feng responded that testing begins in May.
· R. Wilson asked if the species in question were introduced through human interaction
· J. Feng answered that they are migratory species and climate change has caused them to become present in our environment. 
· J. Feng ended by saying that when the pond was treated in September with BTI, re-testing found no larvae of concern.  

3(d) Speir’s Pond and Lacey’s Pond Rehabilitation Plan  

· A. Szaflarski reviewed last meetings addresses regarding Lacey’s Pond and the action items  that were heard at the meeting including:
· Increasing berm size at Lacey’s Pond
· Increase shade around the North Pond and Lacey’s Pond by planting shade trees
· Aquatic planting in the North Bond 

· TRCA would review these proposed actions with TRCA Restoration Services
· L. Noonan felt that there was a lack of accuracy in the report provided regarding Lacey’s pond and is very dissatisfied with efforts put forward thus far. He would like to see the 25cm increase in the berm, and would also like to take A. Szaflarski into Altona to show him the issues first hand. 
· M. Bender is aware that work is needed at the pond. He also notes that the platform in Lacey’s is not sustainable and appears to have cracked foundations and currently be sinking. He suggests one idea of using helix support systems instead of sonotube foundations. 

· M. Bender then suggests that we look on a long-term scale and develop a larger plan for the boardwalk, and platform and work it into the wetland restoration plan.

· L. Noonan agrees that there should be further discussion regarding the larger projects of the pond and that a plan is developed with the help of restoration. 

3. 
2011 Work plan discussion and reports
A)
Garlic Mustard day of Action.
· A. Szaflarski reported that the garlic mustard pull was successful and is supportive to have another one take place. He also adds that the field staff will be doing a cleanup at the access points of Altona forest and believes this would be a great opportunity to involve the community and respective schools in an ‘Earth day Cleanup’. 

· M. Williams noted that the garlic mustard pull is done around the same time as a community effort for an Earth Day cleanup
· M. Thomas reported that she was formerly a teacher at the Altona Forest School and can facilitate communication and involvement from them in the Earth Day cleanup. 
B) 
Altona Forest Trail Guide

· A. Szaflarski reported that he is waiting for the map guidelines to pass, and is looking at a fall time frame. The trail guide will be available electronically. 

· M. Pearre pointed out that if the map is available online, it should be in the 8X11 format for ease of printing. 

· A. Szaflarski will inquire as to the size.   
C) 
Altona Forest Panhandle Trails

· A. Szaflarski noted that the trail plan draft has been completed and sent to the city of Pickering and we are now awaiting approval and whether or not the 2012 budget will include the trail plan for access points. 
· L. Noonan feels that there is no need to wait for the city of Pickering’s’ budget announcement to open the trails up and would like to see them opened ASAP.

· A. Szaflarski will inquire as to whether we can open the trails before the city of Pickering announces their budgets, but for now TRCA will wait for the city’s approval.
· L. Noonan asks group for a show of approval regarding the panhandle trail.  The trail was approved by the AFSC but still waiting approvals from the City of Pickering and the TRCA. 
E) 
TRCA’s Breeding Bird Monitoring in Altona Forest
· The summary of the reports found a general decrease in bird species in Altona, particularly in the ground nesting species. The theorized cause is that the bird population haven’t had the chance to completely recover from the shock of major development in the area. 
· J. Foster felt that Paul Prior’s article in the most recent edition of the Altona Forest Newsletter to be rather negative regarding Altona’s bird species. He noted that he doesn’t agree with the findings, and that he feels there is plenty of diversity in the bird species. 

· L. Noonan agreed with J. Foster in regards to the negative outlook in the article, and pointed out that during his frog monitoring program he has captured an abundance of bird calls. 

F) Salamander Board Monitoring

· A. Szaflarski reported that the salamander monitoring produced an unexpectedly low result. This may have been caused by the misplacement of the salamander boards, and further monitoring will hopefully see better results. A. Szaflarski also pointed out that if there were no findings three years in a row for a particular site, that monitoring would stop for that site and be moved to another location.  
4) Newsletter

· L. Noonan pointed out that the most recent newsletter had some grammatical and spelling errors.  He noted that in previous occasions he had always been offered to proofread the newsletter before it went into production. He requested a proof read prior to future publications. 
· A. Szaflarski agrees that moving forward with that suggestion is a great idea. 

5) AFSC Newsletter 

· L. Noonan says he has over 100 people on the Altona Forest email list and feels that there should be an electronic version of the newsletter.

· A. Szaflarski will get in touch with the respective people concerning this matter and report back.

6) AFSC Business Cards

· A. Szaflarski reported that the cards have been sent into production and the final copies will be available at the next meeting.  (A sample was circulated)

7) Altona road widening and Petticoat Creek Water Monitoring
· L. Noonan has provided maps regarding the road widening. He makes mention that all the trees in the plan will be native. It was also mentioned that the wildlife culverts that had been proposed, were in the end denied by the Region of Durham.
· The Petticoat Creek water monitoring program is hosted by a teacher at Dunbar Public Secondary School. L. Noonan will give D. Robinson the contact information as he is interested in volunteering his time if needed. 

 8) Other Business
A) Pooling Property

· A. Szaflarski reports no change.

B) Eastern Coyote DNA Monitoring 

· L. Noonan and John Miseresky have collected DNA from Coyotes to determine the species. He reports that the majority of the samples have come from the North end of Altona. The samples have been sent to Trent University for analysis and the results were not ready in time for this current meeting. 
D) AF Watershed Control Possibilities
· L. Noonan submitted a proposal to Fleming College to produce a detailed map of Altona Forest which would include the waterways and possible areas for water retention in the forest. A second part of the proposal was an Internet interactive map of the forest. This proposal was accepted and Fleming College GIS graduate students worked in Altona Forest over the past winter and spring to produce the maps.  These maps were shown and the committee was given an internet connection to view the interactive map of the forest which hopefully will be incorporated into the AF web site soon. 
· L. Noonan wants to acknowledge the work done by these students and the cooperation of Fleming College in making this possible.  The studies were very well done and successful. 

· Fleming College sent the results on a DVD to TRCA who acknowledge that they received it. 
· L. Noonan asked that the interactive map be placed on the web site as soon as possible. 

F) New Map of the Forest
· L. Noonan has the new large format map printed and hung for the group to see. The new map shows more of the water flow and greater detail of Altona Forest including  trails, fences, etc. Any member of the committee who wants a copy of the detailed map, which can be printed poster size by Staples or other store, were asked to bring a memory storage device (memory stick) to the next meeting and L. Noonan will bring his computer so that they can get copies.
G) Proposed Next Project for Fleming College

· L. Noonan has proposed that the next project be focused on the invasive species that are found in Altona. The basics of the project are to use the new Altona Forest map and add layers of the invasive species and where they are found onto the original map. This would gear towards identification and categorizing the location of each species. 

· L. Noonan has already submitted this idea for preliminary assessment to the college and it has been approved by TRCA.
H) Pickering Bicentennial Arboretum 
· A. Szaflarski drafted a preliminary letter and handed out copies to the group. L. Noonan received the letter via email. All comments regarding the letter to be directed to A. Szaflarski.

I) Hiking Opportunities

· J. Foster volunteered to host hikes through Altona. Mike Bender has previously supported the idea. First hike is scheduled for November 12, 2011 at 10:30 am meeting in the main parking lot. Will be called “Pre-Winter Hike”. 

· L. Noonan is concerned of how this will be advertised to the public.

· A. Szaflarski suggested making it a TRCA event. 

· M. Williams suggested advertising through the city with email and website.

· J. Foster also suggested a night time hike called “Hoot and Howl”. Date has been set for February 11 2012 from 7pm-9pm meeting at the Petticoat Creek library parking lot. 
· M. Thomas is interested in helping J. Foster with these events and will contact him regarding this.

Adjourn

