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ALTONA FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday, January 28th, 2008

6:30 PM

St. Elizabeth Seton School – Staff Lounge 

MINUTES

PRESENT

Stewardship Committee Members

Lynn Bowers



Jeff Bowers


Bohdan Kowalyk

Alexander Gemmite


Walter Dawyd


Rob Wilson 

Rosemary Speirs


Larry Noonan


Doug Lockrey

John Miseresky


Tish K. Sheppard 

Stephanie Miller


Collen Blair





Toronto and Region Conservation Staff

April Weppler



Mike Goodyear

Andreá Dubé

Beth Williston



Chris Barber


Laura Richards

John Stille  
Gary Bowen

City of Pickering Staff

Councillor Bonnie Littley

Chantal Whitaker

Region of Durham Staff

Leon Groysman


Wendy Houlberg

Tom Goth

1.
Introductions 

2.
Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the October 15th meeting were reviewed and approved 

Motion: To approve the minutes of the October 15th meeting.  [J. Bowers/R. Wilson\\Approved]

3.
Presentations

A. Petticoat Creek Watershed Plan 

G. Bowen informed the committee that the TRCA will be undertaking a Watershed Plan for the Petticoat Creek watershed.  The plan will investigate the current management objectives of adjacent watershed plans and build cooperation with their existing objectives.  The first stage will be to develop an action plan and to identify information gaps which must be addressed in the completion of the plan.  Public consultation will take place throughout the development of this plan and the Altona forest stewardship committee will be made aware of progress and any public consultation opportunities as they are scheduled.  A copy of G. Bowen’s presentation can be found on the Altona Forest website at www.altonaforest.org.  Simply click on the “Downloads” link on the left margin.

B. Altona Road Widening, York-Durham sewer system proposals – Environmental Assessment (EA) Updates

L. Richards presented a short summary of the TRCA’s involvement in the EA process regarding the widening of Altona Rd. from Kingston Rd. to Finch Ave. The role of the TRCA is that of a review agency; we review EA’s and comment in relation to our mandate, policies, programs, and regulation.  Questioning the rationale and transportation analysis is not within the mandate of TRCA.  TRCA did attempt to mediate between the Region of Durham and concerned local citizens but unfortunately the parties involved could not reach an agreement.  This project has been subject to several Part II order requests.  The decision now rests with the Minister of the Environment.  

Various questions were posed by committee members regarding the impact of the road widening.  At this stage of the project, alterations to the number of proposed lanes of traffic is not being considered.  The Environmental Study Report was filed on June 15th, 2007 and the minimum 30-day review period ended on July 20th, 2007.  As of the date of this meeting no decision has yet been made by the Minister.  If approved by the Minister the project will continue and the TRCA will remain involved regarding construction permits and detailed design permitting and approvals.  Phase I construction is planned from Kingston Rd. to north of Strouds Lane.   Although not obligated, Durham Region will make detailed construction drawings available for public comments during another Public Information Centre, once detailed design has progressed to the necessary level. W. Houlberg informed the committee that all EA reports and plans are available to be viewed over the internet, at the address below.  L. Richards offered that should there be any questions from the committee with respect to TRCA’s review of the EA, she can be contacted at any time for questions or comments.

http://www.region.durham.on.ca/studiesandprojects/
Then simply scroll down to Altona Road Improvements

C. Barber then presented TRCA’s role in the YDSS Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer Individual Environmental Assessment.  Questions and comments from the committee were addressed by both C. Barber and T. Goth, from Conestoga-Rovers and Associates.  He is the hydrogeological consultant for the YDSS Southeast Collector Individual Environmental Assessment. Leon Groysman from the Region of Durham, was also present.  Again it was a discussion on information and not of alternatives or improvements to the project. 

C. Healthy Headwaters Initiatives – Project Introduction

A. Dubé presented a summary of the Healthy Headwaters

Initiative, a community stewardship project TRCA will be undertaking in the Petticoat Creek watershed.  Implementation of this project commenced in January of 2008 and will conclude in December 2009.  The goal of the Healthy Headwaters Initiatives is “To engage community groups and individuals in activities that improve the natural habitat and water quality within the headwaters of the Petticoat Creek watershed, while increasing public awareness of local environmental issues”
The objectives as they pertain to Altona Forest are to enhance the ecological health of the forest by planting native trees, shrubs, and aquatic plants and installing habitat structures; to increase sustainable public use of the forest by developing a trail guide, hosting litter clean-ups and expanding a volunteer monitoring program; and to encourage residents adjacent to the forest to adopt environmentally friendly landscaping practices.  Andréa looks forward to working with the committee on events in Altona Forest.  Please contact her if you have any questions or suggestions.
D. Groundwater Monitoring

J. Stille gave a summary of the efforts TRCA has made to install groundwater monitoring devices in Altona forest.  A total of 7 piezometers were installed in the fall of 2007.  These monitoring devices will be used to collect data on groundwater levels and fluctuations.  This data will be used to monitor potential fluctuations and understand potential impacts on Altona forest.  The data will also be utilized when investigating future restoration projects and their impacts on the hydrology of the forest.  The general location of the piezometers and the location of potential future restoration projects are displayed on the map titled Altona Forest – Hydrolic and Wetland Restoration found on the Altona Forest web site at www.altonaforest.org.  Simply click on the “Downloads” link on the left margin.

4.
Spring Newsletter 

L. Noonan informed the committee that TRCA will be printing and distributing a 2008 spring newsletter.  Committee members wishing to submit an article are to send it to L. Noonan by March 1st.  The newsletter will again be sent home with all students from the adjacent schools as well as be distributed through a community mailing  

5.
Invasive Species

M. Goodyear provided committee members with a report summarizing the 2007 efforts TRCA made towards controlling invasive species in Altona Forest.  In 2007 an area of 200m² was treated for Dog-strangling vine and approximately 250 Buckthorn trees were treated.  2008 management efforts will include the monitoring and secondary treatment of 2007 sites as well the treatment of additional areas.  Comments on the treatment methods to be used and the location of treatments were requested and can be sent on to M. Goodyear. A copy of this report Altona Forest StewComm – VegMan_Summary can be viewed at the Altona Forest website at www.altonaforest.org.  Simply click on the “Downloads” link on the left margin.

6.
Wetland Construction

A. Weppler mentioned to the committee that a small wetland has been installed in the north section of the forest and that a second wetland project is currently being planned.  The second wetland project is scheduled for installation this July or August. 

7. Chickadee Subdivision Construction Update 

W. Dawyd informed the committee that the developer has a new sales/marketing team which is acting more aggressively to sell units.  Construction of these units has yet to begin.

8.
Other Business

L. Noonan announced that D. Lockrey from the Pickering Naturalists will be leading a hike through Altona forest on Saturday April 26th.  Anyone interested is asked to meet at the Altona Road parking lot at 9:30 AM. 

9. 
Next Meeting 

Monday April 21st, at 

10. Adjourn 

1.  New Motions and Action Items

Actions

1) Action #1:  TRCA staff will report to the committee on the progress of the Petticoat Creek Watershed Plan as the plan progresses. 

2) Action #2:  TRCA staff will inform committee members of upcoming public consultation opportunities towards the Petticoat Creek Watershed Plan. 

3) Action #3:  Aerial photos of Petticoat Creek will be posted on the Altona Forest website for interested people to view.
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